
 
 

Public Land Solutions Proposal for Grand County Recommendations to 
Bishop Public Lands Initiative 

 
 

National Recreation Areas 
 
Moab NRA  
The purpose of this designation is to protect and enhance key recreation assets in Grand County. 
It would include the major trail systems closest to town, both motorized and non-motorized 
along with key climbing areas and canyoneering among other important recreation assets. 
Existing oil and gas operations and leases would not be affected. Future leases would be No 
Surface Occupancy and terminated unproductive leases would be withdrawn from future lease 
sales. Grazing rights would remain in place and all designated roads and trails would remain 
open. 
 
Green River NRA 
This area would allow additional creation of motorized trails and continued oil and gas leasing. 
All designated roads and trails would remain open. 
 
Canyon Rims NRA 
This area would allow additional creation of motorized trails and continued oil and gas leasing. 
All designated roads and trails would remain open. 
 
 

National Conservation Areas / Wild and Scenic River Designations 
 

Desolation Canyon NCA / Wild and Scenic River Designation 
The purpose of this designation would be to protect Desolation Canyon as a recreation asset and 
other outstandingly remarkable values of the Green River. The designation would prohibit 
mineral leasing and hard rock mining. There would be no change to existing water rights or 
motorized use in the river. All designated roads and trails would remain open. 
 
Labyrinth Canyon NCA / Wild and Scenic River Designation 
The purpose of this designation would be to protect Labyrinth Canyon as one of the longest 
stretches of remote flat water in the U.S. and other outstandingly remarkable values of the Green 
River. The designation would prohibit mineral leasing and hard rock mining. There would be no 
change to existing water rights or motorized use on the river. All designated roads and trails 
would remain open. 
 



	   2 

Colorado River NCA / Wild and Scenic River Designation 
The purpose of this designation would be to protect the recreation economy and outstandingly 
remarkable values of the Colorado River corridor in Grand County. This designation would 
prohibit mineral development and hard rock mining. There would be no change to existing water 
rights or motorized use in the river. All designated roads and trails would remain open. 
 

Wilderness 
 
Desolation Wilderness 
Existing Wilderness Study Areas would be designated as Wilderness along with the additional 
areas noted in the attached map. 
 
Labyrinth Canyon Wilderness 
Core areas of Labyrinth Canyon would be designated as Wilderness. The Spring Canyon Road 
would remain open to the bottom of the canyon. 
 
Book Cliff Wilderness 
Existing Wilderness Study Areas would be designated as Wilderness along with the additional 
areas noted in the attached map. Existing designated motorized routes could be rerouted around 
the southern boundary. 
 
Westwater Canyon Wilderness 
Existing Wilderness Study Areas would be designated as Wilderness along with the additional 
areas noted in the attached map. 
 
Granite Creek Wilderness  
This area would be designated as Wilderness. 
 
Beaver Creek Wilderness 
This area would be designated as Wilderness. 
 
Behind the Rocks Wilderness 
The existing Wilderness Study Area would be designated as Wilderness. 
 
Arches Addition Wilderness - This area would be designated as Wilderness. 
 

State Institutional Trust Land Administration Land Trades 
 

We have had much discussion with SITLA and other stakeholders about potential SITLA land 
swaps. We look forward to additional discussions to identify specific trade-outs that will protect 
recreation assets while identifying appropriate trade-in locations for SITLA in Grand County. 
 

Sand Flats Recreation Area 
 
We support continuing the unique management partnership between Grand County and the 
Bureau of Land Management for the Sand Flats Recreation Area.	  


