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May 25,2016

Director,Bureauof Land Management
U.S.Departmenbf the Interior

1849C StreetRoom2134LM
WashingtonD.C. 20240

Attn: 1004AE39

Email: oira_submission@omb.eop.gov

RE: Planning 2.0and Master LeasingPlans
DearDirectorKornze

PublicLand Solutionswritestodayto urge the Bureauof Land Managemen(BLM) to
incorporate Maser LeasingPlan reforms(IM No. 2013117)into therule changedor Planning
2.0.MasterLeasingPlans(MLPs) area quick, effective,andgroundlevel planningprocesses
thatensure thatrecreationconservationandresourceextractionareplannedfor effectivelyand
to the greatesbenefitof thelocal communitiegshataremostaffectedby thesedecisions.
IncorporatingMasterLeasingPlansinto the Planning2.0rule changewvould allow BLM to have
theflexibility to implementMLPs asneededprovidingfor anefficientandexpedienbptionfor
stateBLM offices thatfacecompetingmultiple usesinvolving recreation andresource
extraction. MasterLeasingPlansalsoaccomplisithe goal of the Planning 2.0initiative, whichis
to increase public involvement amicbrporate the most current data and technology into land
use planning.

Public Land Solutions

PublicLand Solutions(PLS)is a non-profit organizatiordedicatedo providingcomprehensive
recreatiorplanningandstakeholdecoordinationto supporteffecive and sustainablgublic land
planningsolutions. We welcomethe Planning2.0 Initiative, which aimsto rethinkandretool
resourcemanagemerplansandprovideanimprovedframeworkfor the planningand
managemenf our BLM lands PublicLand Solutionshasbeeninvolvedin MasterLeasing
Plansin UtahandColoradoandweOvéoundthatMLPs areamongthe mosteffectiveand
inclusiveplansof thehundreds of NEPA initiativeswe’ve been involved in acrosghe country.
Our organizatiorhasalsobeeninvolvedin the Planning2.0 rule processhroughpublic agency
meeting, commentetters, webinars andstakeholdecollaborations

Planning 2.0

Planning 2.0reforms ainto increase public involvement and incorporate the mostictdata

and technology inttand use planninglhe new rule would allow for earlier public comment and
involvement at key points in the planning pro¢cessl provideaccess to higher quality
information The rule change would also incorporate landsdapel planning, which will give



the BLM more flexibility acrossonventionajurisdictionalboundarieandenable the BLM to
apply the best practices that it has identified over the past 30 years-osapthnning.

By implementing these improvements, theNBseekgo enhance the way that it involves the

public in its planning efforts, including measures to provide earlier, easier, and more meaningful
public participation.These changes are key efforts in keeping las&planning current and

allowing communities to participate in decisions that greatly affect them.

How Master Leasing PlansAre A Perfect Fit For The Planning 2.0Rule

As you know, in 2010 the Bureau of Land Management introduced leasing reform tagedor
oil and gas development on public latikatallows the BLM to conduct a more in depth review
through Master Leasing Plans (MLf®y areas that are or may be opened to leasing at the

planning level. The purpose of an MLP is to plan for oil and gas development in a defined area
containing a highlevd of potential resource concexand conflict The MLP aims t@ameliorate
possible conflicts related to oil and gas leasing and development, and ensure the protection ofan
area’s resources and public uses.

An MLP allowsthe BLM to conductadditionalanalyseshataddresghe potentialcumulative
impactsof oil andgasdevelopmenin anareawherethereis likely to be conflict over multiple
uses or otherresourcesndvalues.The BLM canthendevelophighly targetedstipulationsthat
will beaddedio newleasesand,importantly,alsodevebp conditionsof approvalandbest
managemenpracticeghatwill applyto permitsto drill on newandexistingleasesForexample,
duringtheMoabMLP processstaleholdergnitiatedan iterative mapping exerciseallowing
differentinterestdo communicateheir needghroughouthe 1-million-acreplanningarea.n
thisway, local stakeholdersvereableto presenthe BLM with very detailedinputaboutthe
recreatiorassetshatdrive visitationandjob growth This informationhelpedto developa draft
planthatensursthatoil andgasdrilling occursin theright placesandwith appropriate
conditions ThisinputN theresultof increasd public involvement and usé the most current
data and technolo@yallowedthe Moab BLM office to developa muchmoreeffectiveand
durableplanthatoutlinedmoretargetecand effectiveoil andgasstipulations avoidedconflicts,
and protectedmportantresources

Withouttheimplementatiorof a MasterLeasing Plan, thelack of detailedzoningon our public
landswill compromiseecreatiorassetandothervalueswhile alsofailing to providecertainty
for oil andgasproducersesultingin anabundancef protestandcomplicaing the development
processBut improvedplannirg for industrializedareal such aswith MLPsimplemented
throughthe Planning2.0ruleN will avoidjeopardizingthelong-termeconomicgrowth
opportunitiesof manycommunitiesn the West.For thesereasonsve feel thatit is imperative
thatthe BLM incorporateMLPsinto the Planning2.0rule.

* * *

As outlinedabove MasterLeasingPlansperfectlyfit the goalsof the Planning2.0 Initiative
becauseheyincreaseandimprovepublic participation,allow the BLM to incorporateupdated
technologyandmostup-to-dateinformation andprovidefor planningflexibility andmore



certaintyfor local communitiesandcommodityinterestghroughimprovedbestmanagement
practices.

Many of the statedgoalsof Plannirg 2.0 canbeachievedhroughMasterLeasingPlans.These
plansincorporatea high level of publicinvolvement,arefasterandeasierfor the public to
understandandallow the BLM moreplanningflexibility . Indeed,jmportantareassuchasMoab,
UtahandSouthPark,Coloradohavealreadyhadgreatsuccesshroughthe MLP procesdecause
theseplansincorporatehe needsof awide variety of stakeholders;ommunitymembersand
localgovernmentThereforewe urgethe BLM to formally incorporateMLPs into the Planning
2.0rule changes.

PleasadonOhesitateto contactme aboutthe pointsraisedin this letter.| canbereachedat
Katie@publiclandsolutions.o@nd(509)430-3123

Thankyou for your consideration.

Sincerely,
/

/\OLMW fr—

Katie Ross
ProgramManager
PublicLand Solutions
www.publiclandsolutions.org

Cc: Jim Lyons,Department of the Interior Deputy Assistant Secretary
Linda LanceBureau of Land ManagemeDeputy Director (Policy)
Leah Baker, Bureau of Land Managemel@nning & Environmental Analyst
Shasta Ferranto, Bureau of Land ManagerRéantning and Environmental Analyst



